
Western Region Farm Bureau Field Tour 

USDA Forage and Range Research Laboratory 

July 28, 2015 

Evans Farm, Millville UT 

 

The Western Region Farm Bureau Vice Presidents and administrators meet in Logan between August 26-29, 
2015 for their annual meeting.  As a part of that meeting the members were involved with a learning 
experience that was provided as part of a field tour of Forage and Range Research Laboratory (FRRL) 
experiments at USU Evans Farm in Millville Utah on August 28.  FRRL scientists Blair Waldron (use of forage 
kochia to improve rangeland profitability as fall and winter forage), Joe Robins (high sugar orchardgrass to 
improve profitability of irrigated pastures) , Shaun Bushman (the development of drought tolerance turf grass 
for low-input applications), Mike Peel (the development of unique legume germplasm for irrigated and non-
irrigated pastures), and Kevin Jensen (the importance of plant materials selection to improve fall and winter 
grazing to reduce feeding costs) gave presentations on recent advances in plant materials develop for 
pasture, range, and turf.  

 

  
Dr. Blair Waldron explains the use of Forage Kochia on non-irrigated pastures and 
rangelands, where it can increase profitability by providing fall and winter forage alternative 
to producers. 



 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Joe Robins provides information on the potential utility of some high sugar 
orchardgrass experimental lines for irrigated pastures to improve profitability. 

Dr. Mike Peel discusses the values and shortcomings of legumes for irrigated 
pasture applications in the semi-arid western U.S. 
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